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1. Cuitursl and arbistic 1ife in Poland is directed in a most complicated manpexr
by the Cultural Division of the United Polish Workers® Party under Pawel
Hoffman. This division is responsible for the propagatior and execution of
aotual trends to be observed by all units apd individuals engeged in cultural.
ond sxtistic activity. Cenmeral instructions come from Moscow of course, 5X1X
‘thie cooperation between Warsew and Moscow 18
not too smooth and Tnat "QWEI. responsible for problems on the Polish side
sonetimes just try to gusss what Moscow thinks end intends by reading "Prav "
and professicnal papers such as "Soviet Music" as far as musical trends are
concerned., All imstructions are sent from Hoffmen to the Ministry of Culture
imder Sokorski which is supposed to supervise execution of insbructions.

25X1X

2. Hoffmen is 2 Jew aged aboub 40-43 yesrs old, not very clever but politically
well placed in Warsew, although he was recently dropped from the prassidivm
of the Ucited Polish Workers® Party. Hoffmen wes removed from the Central
Commities of the Party ag & penalty for his being held responsible by the Party
for ite failures in the f£ield of cultural policy. There is no doubt thet under
Beffman, the organizational side of this sctivity in perticular suffered greab-

1y

25X1X 3. |:|Sf>k0rsski 4o be & gocd men, Of course he is a Communist but not of
the Moscow brand, He is patriotic in his way, and ertists and musiclaps; ete,

in Polend believe that he veally does care about Polish culture, in contrast
to pany others euploved in the Ministry of Gulture who are simply Sovietizing
Polish culbure. Sokerski is not e Jew as has often been stated. He spert
some yzars ipn Moscow and he has some good connections there,

4, His depubty is Jan Wilczyk. His nomination as Vice Minister of Culture ~ame a8
o shock to Warsaw. Some pecple laughed and some were horror-struck. For &
time Wilczyk was head of the Bureau dealing with the selection of theatre plays
and filmsyete. In the Ministry of Culture Wilezyk has not much to say and,
really his nomination is atllil a surprise tc Polish intellectual cirales.

5, Wilezyk was repleced in the burean of selection of plays and films by Jerzy
Paugki. The wiiling of anything geod in t+he theatre and placing on the stege
sll possible poiitical rubtieh is attributed to this buresu.
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Panski was recently replaced by Balicki who in this capacity has already been to
. Paris to the Internetional Theatre Festival with a Polish team of actors. In the
* Minlstry of Culture Jerzy Jasienski is quite influential. He is responsible for

the practical spreading of culture and artistic trends according to instructions
from the Cultural Division of the Party. Jasienski end Sokorski do not like each
other and Sokorski has everybody's sympathy in this quarrel. The director of the
financial division of the Ministry is Piotrowski. He peys the artists and actors
their regular and special allocations.

The Ministry is situated in the Xr Przedmiescile in its own bullding. All difficult
problems are decided personally by Jakub Berman. He is considered to be a clever man,

in Warsaw, the only real Marxist who could properly stand up to discussion with Moscow.
Even in the asrtistlc field he always gives the final decision. 25X1X 25X1X

Ccnsiderable bureasucracy exists in the Warsew regime, | i |

N T 1

Soclalist realism introduced into Polish cultural life after the Szczecin congrese after
19%9, resulted in the stranguletion of development in Polish art, theatre, music, ete,

It reduced the *heatre and plastic art to the lowest possible level, prectically %o a
provinciel stenderd, The Polish theatre in particular, which wes so good before World
War II, is now made wp purely of propegende acta., The only good actors are the old

ones who ere slowly dying out and the newcomers, who sre the product of the Polish
Drawatlic Acedemy, do not promise muech for the future. Polish painting and sculpture are
in a trsgle state. Among the sculptors only Ksewery Dunikowski is able to msintain

his former rether good standard. ’

After the congress of the Urnited Polish Workers' Party the regime declared that liberal-
fam would come to Literature, art and music. This problem wes much discussed by the
last Congress of Polish Literary wmen in Warsew. Until now, however, there is no chsnge
in the regime’s practical attitude towarde art and literature. The rules of sccialisi
are very strong; an artist cannot create according to his own will, and definitely could
not suarvive if he should revolt against this rule.

~end.-
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